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Talking Children Project 
 

Hessle High School is one of ten secondary schools taking part in a new 
training programme called From Oral to Written Narrative.  
 

One teaching assistant, Julie White, has attended five training sessions and 
is working with a small group of Year 7 students at level 3 in English to 
develop their language skills through their written work. The students’ 
progress will be evaluated through sample testing.  
 

Watch this space for the results! 
 

Mrs H Smelt  

Frequently asked questions 
 

Following a very successful parent information evening focusing on assessment and reporting there were 
questions arising which I believe may also be in the minds of parents who were unable to attend.  The 
meeting was in response to parent questionnaires asking for some clarification on the new reports and 

the methods of tracking and assessment we use in school. 
 

Why does my son in Year 10 have a set of projected grades that are Es 
and Fs? 
 

All students are set personal learning targets based on their prior learning and 
achievement.  We set aspirational targets for young people.  However these 
are the minimum grades we expect students to achieve.  All students will be 
supported, whatever their level, to achieve their potential through a 
programme of personalised target setting and support. 
 

My daughter is in Year 7 and at level 4.  Her proje cted grade is a 7.  She won’t achieve this by the 
end of the year. 
 

The projected level, or grade, is the minimum we expect our students to achieve by.  The projection is to 
be met at the end of the key stage, in this case the end of Year 9.  This gives your daughter two further 
years to achieve this level. 
 

Why doesn’t my son have a mentor? 
 

We have developed our mentoring system to be focused on academic target setting to improve learning.  
All students in KS4 (Years 10 and 11) and KS5 (Years 12 and 13) are assigned an academic mentor.  
The focus of this is to ensure students have the necessary direction and support to achieve their 
projected grade.  At KS3 (Years 7 and 9) students on the ‘concern’ list will be allocated a mentor to focus 
on academic attainment for as long as is necessary. 
 

I have received a green card through the post.  Wha t does that indicate? 
 

Only students who receive all GREEN attainment tracking grades on their half termly review will have 
received a green postcard.  This means they are on track to achieve or exceed their projected level or 
grade in ALL subject areas.  This is something to be proud of! 
 

My daughter is on the concern list.  What does that  mean? 
 

The criteria for causing concern vary between year groups.  If you receive a letter to tell you she is on the 
concern list she will know about it from her Head of Year or Mentor.  More importantly, she will know how 
to address the issues of concern as she will have been set targets.  These targets can be found in the 
student diary so we can communicate with you about them.  We need to work together as a team if we 
are to support our young people to achieve their own success. 
 

If you have any further questions or would like to raise an individual query, please do not hesitate to 
contact Mr Davison for assessment and reporting issues and Mrs Davenport for mentoring issues.  I look 
forward to welcoming parents to our next information evening 
 

Mrs S Young 
Head of School  
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In November all Year 8 students participated in a Difference and 
Diversity Day.  The aim of the day was to learn about different 
cultures.  There were plenty of fun and informative activities to suit 
all personalities and interests.  Workshops ranged from Gospel 
singing to Bollywood dancing.  We had sessions on deaf 
awareness, international misunderstandings based on 
communication, What about me? (to show that we can all make a 
difference), tasting African food and making handprints (to show 
we can all challenge prejudice and discrimination). 
 

The day started with a fun, active assembly.  Students then went 
into groups for a selection of workshops.  The day finished with 
visitors singing whilst students looked at photos of the 
day.   
 

They were then asked to show off some of the skills 
they had learnt in Bollywood dancing.  Even the 
teachers had learnt some fancy moves and 
everybody who did Gospel singing stood up at the 
front and sang their hearts out!   
 

Thank you  to Mrs Green and Miss Mitchell from the 
RE department for organising a really exciting and 
memorable day. 
 

Jennifer Bartlett 8F 

Date 
Change 

 

School will close for 
Half Term on Friday 
13 February at 3pm 
NOT Thursday 12 

February as 
stated in the 
student diary.  

Budding Artists 
  
Well done to  Adam Cullen, Henry Hardcastle and Taylor Hopper 
from 7F.   
 

There are not too many students who could boast that they had art 
work on display in two art galleries at the same time! 
 

 All three students had 
work in the Ferens Art 
Gallery's Junior Open 
Exhibition and the Tate 
Liverpool.  
 

Congratulations! 
 
Mrs K McHugh 



Year 10 BTEC Visit to Croda, Hull 
  
On Friday 22 January Year 10 BTEC Diploma students, 
Mrs Bone, Miss Bunting and Mrs Crane visited Croda 
Chemicals in Hull.   
 

We had a presentation on the plastic products made by 
Croda at the Hull site by one of the company’s chemical 
engineers.  We then had a tour of the site which 
included seeing the fractional distillation column in 

action and the 
computer systems 
that control it.   
 

W hi l s t  wa l k i n g 
around the site we 
also saw the huge 
windmill that Croda 
recently had built at a cost of £4.5 million and discovered that it 
produces 40% of the site’s electricity!   
 

Finally we had a tour of the labs and got to meet the scientist 
responsible for deciding on the quality of the plastics made.  Despite 
the rain it was a really informative visit and we hope to replicate some 
of the science we saw on a smaller scale back at school!   
  
Mrs S Bone  

Uniformed Serivce students receive a flying visit! 
 
The Vocational Studies team continues to enjoy excellent relations with the various uniform services who 
assist with the programme and the students who are involved have much to look forward to in the future.  
 

Students have been fortunate to secure visits by the police dog section, the Armed Response Unit and 
recently the police helicopter.  PC Crosse and PC Pickersgill from the Helicopter Support Unit gave 
students information about how the helicopter is used in day to day incidents and allowed them to ask 
questions.  The students were also able to view, at close range, the cockpit and controls of the craft.   
 

All these visits are part of a 
familiarisation programme Asdan has 
with Humberside Police.  They are 
essential to the progression of the 
programme, and form part of the 
evidence gathering process.  A portfolio 
is built up and gives students the 
equivalent of three GCSE at grade D. 
  
Students on the programme are 
currently making preparations for the 
Look at Life course at Strensall, York, 
which takes place in the last week of 
January.  They will learn about life in the 
army, supported by army personnel.  An 
outward-bound course is also planned 
in the Lake District later in the year. 
  
Mr S Dalrymple 
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Student Council 
 
On Saturday 6 December the Student Council and the Haltemprice Crime Prevention Panel took to 
Hessle Square to complete bike coding and creating bike passports for members of the public and school 
students.  Many thanks to Robert McMillan who coded all of the bikes and has since been into school to 
code bikes at Heads Lane and Boothferry Road at lunchtimes in January. 
 

Youthwatch, a branch of the Student Council, has won a £500 award from the Crick Challenge Awards to 
update and improve the local area for school and local residents.    
 

The students put together a bid and won this 
prestigious award in December and will be 
carrying out the project in April with the help of 
the local PCSOs.  The students involved will 
also be visiting London to see other projects 
carried out as part of winning the Award. 
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Eco Schools is a Student Council focus group aiming to reduce the school’s environmental impact and 
improve the school grounds.  It will eventually lead to the school earning the nationally recognised Green 
Flag status. The key areas we have identified are energy, waste and biodiversity.  A full description of 
how these topics are to be assessed and improved will be put on display near the plasma screen in the 
coming weeks.  
 
Some of the things we have done to date include an assessment of both sites to highlight both positive 
and negative impacts on the environment.  To increase the biodiversity, we have joined a Woodland Trust 
campaign which will be providing the school with birch, rowan and cherry trees in early March to improve 
the school grounds and hopefully attract a greater range of wildlife.  
 
Another of our aims is to reduce litter and waste produced by the 
school.  To combat this we are currently discussing with the East 
Riding of Yorkshire Council the possibility of having a recycle bank 
on the site and additional waste bins to reduce the litter.  
 
All of this combined with your cooperation is certain to see Hessle 
High School becoming not only nationally recognised as a Green 
Flag school but a more enjoyable place to be which can provide a 
wider range of opportunities for its students. 
 
Nick Irvin 
Eco Schools Council  


